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I. CONDITIONS FOR INCLUDING PROJECTS IN THE CMSR
PROGRAMME FOR THE [IMPLEMENTATION OF OFFICIAL
DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION

A project shall be included in the further procedure of evaluation and selection if it meets all prescribed
conditions:

CONDITION YES NO NOTE

The recipient of the Republic of Slovenia’s donation is a public entity in the
partner country.

Compliance of the project with the Resolution on International Development
Cooperation and Humanitarian Aid of the Republic of Slovenia, strategic
documents, and substantive starting points of international development
cooperation.

The project contributes to poverty eradication, reduction of inequalities, or
promotion of sustainable development in the partner country or region, as
the fundamental objectives of international development cooperation
(“partner country” means a country or territory included in the list of official
development assistance recipients of the Development Assistance
Committee of the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and
Development, to which the Republic of Slovenia directs its official
development assistance and other official flows).

Compliance of the project with the demonstrated needs of the partner
country (letter of support from the relevant government ministry).

The applicant has, in the past five years, complied with the obligations
arising from a contract on financing or co-financing of an international
development cooperation project concluded with CMSR — in the past five
years, no contract on (co)financing of official development assistance
projects has been terminated for reasons of fault.

The project does not contribute to increased use of fossil fuels or to an
increase in the carbon footprint.

The applicant has attached to the application a gender assessment and an
environmental protection inclusion assessment.

The evaluation of an individual project shall be carried out according to the following criteria:

— content criteria up to 63 points
— environmental impact of the project up to 10 points
— respect for the human-based approach up to 3 points
— inclusion of non-governmental organisations up to 2 points
— financial structure of the project up to 18 points

— additional criteria (used only for humanitarian projects) up to 6 points

The threshold for including a project in the CMSR financing programme, approved by the Council of the

Centre, is at least 65% of the total points, and the financial structure assessment must reach at least 50%
of the foreseen points.




Il. MANDATORY CRITERIA FOR PROJECT SELECTION
(Article 8 of the Decree on the Implementation of International

Development Cooperation and Humanitarian Aid of the Republic of
Slovenia, paragraphs 2 and 3)

CRITERION No. of Total Points Note
points No. of achieved
points
CONTENT CRITERIA
Project compliance with the needs of the partner 20
country or local community and the activities of
other donors on site
— improves the quality of life and welfare 04
— creates new and quality jobs 0-2
— promotes economic growth and increases 0-2
the competitiveness of the economy
— contributes to eliminating the causes of 0-2
migration and establishes conditions for
improving living conditions
— has multi-sectoral effects Oor2
— is important for faster integrated regional Oor2
development
— promotes the development of good Oor2
governance and institution building
— promotes localisation and ownership of the 0-2
local community
— ensures complementarity — is aligned with Oor2
the activities of other donors on site and
does not overlap with them
Project relevance 22
PROBLEM DEFINITION
— the problem, its impact, the target group, and the 0-2
consequences of not addressing it are clearly defined
OBJECTIVES
— are relevant and justified Oor2
— are defined by indicators (relevant information 0-2
sources are provided)
RESULTS
— are specific and clearly defined Oor2
— are sensibly and realistically set Oor2
— are defined by indicators Oor2
ACTIVITIES
— are relevant for achievving the planned results Oor2
— are properly timed and logically sequenced Oor2
RISKS
— risks to achieving the objective are defined, and 0-2
ways to mitigate or eliminate them are identified




SUSTAINABILITY OF PROJECT EFFECTS

— the target group will feel positive effects even after
project completion

— activities will continue after project completion

Oor2

Oor2

Applicant's qualification

— the applicang has experience in implementing
similar projects

— the applicant has sufficient human resources
available for project implementation

Oor3

Communication with the public

— the applicant plans various methods of
communicatino with the public

0-3

Technology transfer

10

— the project includes innovative solutions, the
transfer of new technologies and knowledge

— technology transfer includes training for its use
— technology transfer increases economic growth
— the project contributes to promoting digital
transformation and competences, including the
development of artificial intelligence

0-3

Oor3
0-2
Oor2

Impact of the project on gender equality

— the project is assigned a gender equality marker
according to OECD DAC methodology 1 or 2

— the proposed project activities are aligned with the
national commitments of the partner country in the
field of gender equality and will contribute to
improving the situation and fulfilling these
commitments

— the local partner has its (institutional) policy of zero
tolerance for gender-based and sexual violence

Oor1

Oor1

Oor1

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT OF THE PROJECT

Activities are carried out within the project that
have an impact on the environment.

10

— the project contributes to the protection of
biodiversity

— the project promotes the circular economy and
contributes to sustainable waste and water
management

— the project increases the use of renewable energy
sources and/or promotes more efficient and reduced
energy use

— the project contributes to mitigating and adapting to
climate change

— the project positively influences awareness-raising
and strengthening the capacities of the wider local
community on the importance of environmental
protection, including climate change mitigation and
adaptation

Oor2

Oor2

Oor2

Oor2

Oor2




RESPECT FOR THE HUMAN RIGHTS-BASED APPROACH

Respect for the human rights-based approach

3

— the project contributes to the realisation of human
rights and promotes awareness of the rights of the
project’s target groups

— it identifies and encourages decision-makers to
ensure rights, especially the rights of women,
children, and the elderly

— the project addresses vulnerable population
groups; the target group is actively involved in the
project

Oor1

Oor1
Oor1

INVOLVEMENT OF NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANISATIONS IN THE PROJECT

Involvement of non-governmental organisations
in the project

2

— non-governmental organisations from Slovenia or
the partner country are included in the project with at
least one activity.

0-2

FINANCIAL STRUCTURE OF THE PROJECT

10

Financial plan of the project

18

— all project costs are clearly, correctly and
accurately elaborated and valued by individual
items

— the financial plan contains appropriately listed all
costs

— sources of financing are stated

— the applicant’s share of co-financing amounts to
at least 49% of the total project value

— funds for project maintenance in the medium term
are ensured

04

Oor3

oo
a1 w

Oor3

ALL

96

lll. ADDITIONAL CRITERIA FOR THE SELECTION OF HUMANITARIAN

PROJECTS

CRITERION

No. of
points

Total
No. of
points

Points
achieved

Note

11

Contribution of the project to the management
of humanitarian and crisis risks

— contribution to a timely and effective response to
humanitarian crises

— contribution to reducing vulnerability and risk of
crises

— promotion of preventive action and strengthening
resilience to crises

ALL




IV. DESCRIPTION OF MANDATORY CRITERIA

1. Name of criterion: Project compliance with the needs of the partner country or local
community and with the activities of other donors on site

Improving the quality of life and welfare

The quality of life is an economic concept defined by indicators such as the level of income and accessibility
of healthcare services, personal safety, a clean environment, and other goods and services. The OECD
measures the quality of life using the following indicators: life expectancy, infant mortality, mental health,
obesity, suicide rate, subjective perception of quality of life, volunteering, youth inactivity, leisure activities,
recreation and culture, number of overnight stays in hotels, crime rate, and the number of road traffic
fatalities.

Scoring

4 points: The project significantly and sustainably improves the living conditions of the population in the
partner country (for example, increased access to basic services such as water, sanitation, electricity,
healthcare, and education; reduced infant and maternal mortality rates; increased life expectancy; higher
disposable income, efc.).

3 points: The project has a positive impact on various aspects of the target group’s life (for example,
increased access to employment, improved food security, enhanced safety and reduced crime, improved
access to public services, efc.).

2 points: The project positively affects certain aspects of life but does not bring about structural changes
(for example, improved healthcare and sanitation, better educational infrastructure, improved access to
information technologies, etc.).

1 point: The project has a positive effect, but to a limited extent and without long-term changes.

0 points: The project has no impact on improving the quality of life and welfare.

Creating new and quality jobs

Newly created jobs represent the total increase in the number of employees in existing and new
enterprises. The quality of employment refers to ensuring occupational safety, job stability, and sustainable
employment.

Scoring

2 points: The project will create at least five new jobs.
1 point: The project will create at least two new jobs.
0 points: The project will not create any new jobs.

Promoting economic growth and enhancing the competitiveness of the economy

The project proposal includes an assessment of the anticipated impact of the project on the economic
growth of the partner country or local community. Economic growth is measured by the growth rate of
gross domestic product (GDP), -calculated in the prices of the selected base year.
The competitiveness of the economy refers to the ability of domestic entities to compete with foreign
entities under given business conditions, while maintaining and increasing the real income of the domestic
population in the long term. Competitiveness and the openness of the economy are therefore intrinsically
linked to the population’s standard of living. The most common indicators used to measure economic
competitiveness are economic performance, efficiency of public administration, business efficiency, and
economic infrastructure.

Scoring

2 points: The project promotes economic growth and enhances the competitiveness of the economy.
1 point: The project promotes economic growth or enhances the competitiveness of the economy.

0 points: The project does not promote economic growth or enhance the competitiveness of the
economy.
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Addressing the root causes of migration

The project includes activities aimed at improving living conditions in the partner country or for populations
affected by migration, such as initiatives to increase employment opportunities, improve housing
conditions, and similar measures.

Scoring

2 points: The project includes at least three activities aimed at improving living conditions and thereby
addressing the root causes of migration.

1 point: The project includes one or two activities aimed at improving living conditions and thereby
addressing the root causes of migration.

0 points: The project does not include any activities aimed at improving living conditions and thereby
addressing the root causes of migration.

Multisectoral and cross-sectoral effects

Multisectoral and cross-sectoral effects are achieved when a project involves actors from different sectors
of the local economy, or when the project affects several sectors of the economy and consequently has a
long-term impact on the development of new economic sectors.

Scoring
2 points: The project involves actors from at least two different sectors of the local economy.
0 points: The project does not involve actors from different sectors of the local economy.

Relevance to accelerated integrated development of an area or region

The key elements for the integrated development of an area or region include: reducing disparities in
economic development and living opportunities among different areas within a country; preventing the
emergence of new regions with significant development challenges; promoting polycentric settlement and
economic development; developing and enhancing the competitiveness of the economy in all development
regions while considering their specific characteristics; reducing unemployment rates in development
regions or increasing employment and addressing structural imbalances in the labour market; improving
the well-being of the population in development regions in line with the principles of sustainable
development and their specific features; strengthening social capital and innovation capacity in
development regions; preserving and developing cultural identity by creating conditions for cultural
creativity and diversity, promoting the sustainable development of cultural heritage and ensuring access
to cultural goods in development regions; promoting lifelong learning to support higher levels of education
and universal access to education and training; implementing an integrated approach to rural development;
reducing differences in quality of life, economic and social well-being while ensuring environmental
protection and protection against natural and other disasters, as well as reducing health inequalities; and
implementing integrated regional information society strategies.

Scoring
2 points: The project is important for the accelerated and integrated development of the region.
0 points: The project has no impact on the accelerated and integrated development of the region.

Promoting the development of good governance and institution-building

Good governance helps to strengthen democracy and respect for human rights, promotes economic
development and social cohesion, reduces poverty, reinforces environmental protection and the
sustainable use of natural resources, and builds trust in the government and public administration. Good
governance is characterised by the following principles: a focus on consensus-building, participation in
governance, adherence to the rule of law, efficiency and effectiveness, accountability, transparency,
responsiveness, and fairness and inclusiveness (UN).

Scoring
2 points: The project contributes to the development of good governance and institution-building.
0 points: The project does not contribute to the development of good governance and institution-building.
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Promoting localisation and local ownership

The project encourages the adaptation of activities and objectives to the needs, capacities, and
characteristics of the partner country. It also promotes local community ownership and the responsibility
of local authorities or the partner country for the project.

Scoring

2 points: The project promotes both localisation and local ownership.

1 point: The project promotes either localisation or local ownership.

0 points: The project promotes neither localisation nor local ownership.

Complementarity with the activities of other donors

The project includes dialogue and cooperation with the activities of other donors. Dialogue among different
development stakeholders in the field ensures that project activities are coordinated, complementary, and
non-overlapping. The alignment of project activities with those of other donors in the field represents an
important contribution to the division of labour, reduction of administrative costs, addressing the needs of
the partner country, and consequently achieving more effective development assistance. Coordination with
donor activities in the field is demonstrated through joint needs assessments, planning, and project
implementation.

Scoring
2 points: The project is complementary to the activities of other donors.
0 points: The project is not complementary to the activities of other donors.

2. Name of criterion: Project relevance

DEFINITION OF THE PROBLEM

The situation in the partner country is described, and the problem is clearly defined — including its
impact, the population it concerns (target group), the geographical area affected, and the consequences
if the problem is not addressed.

Scoring

2 points: The problem is precisely defined.

1 point: The problem is insufficiently defined.

0 points: The problem is not adequately defined, or the defined problem is not consistent with the project
content.

OBJECTIVES
Relevance and justification of objectives

The objectives must be relevant and justified in relation to the identified development needs, consistent
with the development policy and priorities of the recipient country, and aligned with the identified target
groups (which vary depending on the type of project). The project must be necessary from the perspective
of the recipient country. The expected benefits for specific target groups must be clearly defined through
the objectives, both during the implementation and after the completion of the project.

Scoring
2 points: The project has relevant and well-justified objectives.
0 points: The project does not have relevant or well-justified objectives.




Definition by indicators and inclusion of sources for indicators

The objectives must be defined by indicators, and appropriate sources for these indicators must be
provided.

Scoring

2 points: The objectives are clearly defined by indicators, and appropriate sources for the indicators are
provided.

1 point: The objectives are clearly defined by indicators, but appropriate sources for the indicators are
missing.

0 points: The objectives are not clearly defined by indicators.

RESULTS
Specificity and clarity of results

The results are specific and clear; direct benefits and effects are foreseen; the project brings tangible
improvements and changes.

Relevance and feasibility of results

The project results are necessary and realistically achievable; the proposed solutions are well integrated
into the environment and the lifestyle of the target group, and they are technologically appropriate (without
undesirable side effects).

Definition by indicators

The project results must be defined by indicators, including baseline and final values.

Scoring
2 points: The project meets the specific criterion.
0 points: The project does not meet the specific criterion.

ACTIVITIIES
Relevance for achieving the planned results

The planned activities are consistent with the project results; they are organised in a logical sequence to
achieve the planned results and, consequently, the project objectives.

Appropriate time planning

The planned activities include detailed scheduling of work packages, responsibilities, task allocation, and
timelines for implementation. The activities follow a logical chronological order.

Scoring
2 points: The project meets the specific criterion.
0 points: The project does not meet the specific criterion.




RISKS

The applicant clearly identifies potential risks in the implementation of the project. Based on the identified
risks, the applicant presents possible measures to mitigate or eliminate them.

Scoring

2 points: The project identifies potential risks and provides appropriate measures to mitigate or eliminate
them.

1 point: The project identifies potential risks but does not provide adequate measures to mitigate or
eliminate them.

0 points: The project neither identifies potential risks nor provides measures to mitigate or eliminate
them.

SUSTAINABILITY OF PROJECT RESULTS

The sustainability of project results is achieved if:
— the target group continues to experience positive effects even after the project's completion;
— project activities are continued after the project has ended.

Scoring
2 points: The project has tangible and sustainable long-term effects.
0 points: The project has no tangible sustainable effects.

3. Name of criterion: Applicant's capacity

The applicant has experience in implementing similar projects

The applicant specifies which similar projects have been implemented in the past, providing a brief
description of each project, its value, and any cooperation with foreign donors.

Scoring

2 points: Among the listed similar projects, the applicant has included at least one implemented with
funding from a foreign donor.

1 point: The applicant has listed a similar project implemented with their own funds.

0 points: The applicant has not listed any similar projects.

Human resources

Human resources are represented by people, their knowledge, and skills, which are clearly defined. Their
roles and the duration of their involvement in the project are specified, along with relevant references.

Scoring
3 points: The applicant clearly defines sufficient human resources for the implementation of the project.
0 points: The applicant does not clearly define sufficient human resources for the implementation of the
project.

4. Name of criterion: Communications with the public

A developed public communication plan

The project proposal includes various forms of communication (campaigns, press releases, radio/television
appearances, promotional materials, electronic media, video productions, etc.) with the public and the
media in the partner country.



Scoring

3 points: The project includes video production and at least three different forms of communication with
the public and the media in the partner country.

2 points: The project includes at least three different forms of communication with the public and the
media in the partner country.

1 point: The project includes at least two different forms of communication with the public and the media
in the partner country.

0 points: The project does not have a developed public communication plan or includes only one form of
communication with the public and the media in the partner country.

5. Name of criterion: Technology transfer

Innovative solutions, transfer of new technologies and knowledge

Innovative solutions, new technologies, and new knowledge represent a novelty in the partner country.
They involve the transfer of good practices from the donor country to the recipient and do not merely repeat
existing technologies already used in the partner country. The project enables the creation of new added
value in the local environment. Knowledge, technology, or information developed in one organisation, field,
or for one purpose is applied or utilised in another organisation, field, or for another purpose. Innovative
solutions in the transfer of new technology bring original and creative changes to the environment.

Scoring

3 points: Innovative solutions, new technology, and new knowledge represent a novelty in the
contractor’s country.

2 points: Innovative solutions, new technology, and new knowledge represent a novelty in the partner
country.

1 point: Innovative solutions, new technology, and new knowledge represent a higher level than the
existing technology and knowledge in the partner country.

0 points: The transfer of technology and knowledge occurs at the same or an insufficient level with
respect to the development of the partner country.

Technologqy transfer includes training for its use

The technology will not only be transferred but will also include training of personnel for its proper use.

Scoring
3 points: The project includes training for the use of the transferred technology.
0 points: The project does not include training for the use of the transferred technology.

Technology transfer increases economic growth

The transfer of technology contributes to economic growth in partner countries (from an economic
perspective, it is important that the country utilises the latest technologies and innovations).

Scoring

2 points: The transfer of technology has a direct impact on economic growth.

1 point: The transfer of technology has an indirect impact on economic growth.
0 points: The transfer of technology has no impact on economic growth.

Promoting digital transformation and competences

The project contributes to promoting digital transformation and the development of digital competences,
including the advancement of artificial intelligence.

Scoring
2 points: The project contributes to promoting digital transformation and competences.
0 points: The project does not contribute to promoting digital transformation and competences.
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6. Name of criterion: Impact of the project on gender equality

The project’s impact on gender equality means that the project and its planned activities contribute to
improving the situation in the field of gender equality and the empowerment of women and girls. Even if
the project does not plan specific activities in this area, a Gender Assessment must be prepared and
attached to the project application. This assessment analyses the current state of gender equality and
ensures that the project will not negatively affect gender equality.

Scoring

1 point: The project has been assigned a gender equality policy marker according to the OECD DAC
methodology (1 or 2).

0 points: The project has not been assigned a gender equality policy marker according to the OECD DAC
methodology (1 or 2).

1 point: The proposed project activities are aligned with the partner country’s national commitments on
gender equality and will contribute to improving the situation and fulfilling those commitments.

0 points: The proposed project activities are not aligned with the partner country’s national commitments
on gender equality and will not contribute to improving the situation or fulfilling those commitments.

1 point: The local partner has its own (institutional) policy of zero tolerance towards gender-based violence
and sexual violence.

0 points: The local partner does not have its own (institutional) policy of zero tolerance towards gender
based violence and sexual violence.

7. Name of criterion: Impact of the project on environmental protection

Within the project, activities are carried out that have an impact on the environment:

— the project contributes to the protection of biodiversity;

— the project promotes the circular economy and contributes to sustainable waste and water
management;

— the project increases the use of renewable energy sources and/or promotes more efficient and reduced
energy consumption;

— the project contributes to climate change mitigation and adaptation;

— the project has a positive impact on raising awareness and strengthening the capacity of the wider
local community regarding the importance of environmental protection, including climate change
mitigation and adaptation.

Scoring
2 points: The project meets the specific criterion.
0 points: The project does not meet the specific criterion.

8. Name of criterion: Respecting the human-based approach

The project contributes to the promotion and realisation of human rights and raises awareness of
the rights of the project’s target groups

A human rights—based approach entails respecting, protecting, and promoting human rights, particularly
the rights of women and the most vulnerable groups such as children and the elderly.

The project identifies and encourages decision-makers to ensure the rights addressed by the
project, particularly the rights of women, children, and the elderly

Decision-makers (at the local, regional, or national level) who are able to guarantee the rights addressed
by the project are identified. Mechanisms are defined to enable decision-makers to ensure these rights.
11



The project addresses vulnerable population groups, and the target group is actively involved in
the project

The project includes activities aimed at improving living conditions for women, children, or marginalised
groups. The target group is involved in the planning, implementation, and monitoring of project activities.

Scoring
1 point: The project meets the specific criterion.
0 points: The project does not meet the specific criterion.

9. Name of criterion: Inclusion of NGOs in the project

The project includes NGOs from Slovenia or partner country.

Scoring

2 points: The project includes at least one activity involving NGOs from both Slovenia and the partner
country.

1 point: The project includes at least one activity involving NGOs from either Slovenia or the partner
country.

0 points: The project does not involve any NGOs.

10. Name of criterion: Financial construction of the project

All project costs are clearly, correctly, and accurately itemised and valued by individual budget
lines

Project costs are expenses incurred during the preparatory or implementation phases of the project.

Scoring

4 points: All project costs are listed and structured according to project phases and cost types.
2 points: All project costs are listed but not structured according to project phases and cost types.
1 point: Only part of the project costs is listed, while the remaining part is provided as an estimate.
0 points: Project costs are not listed.

The financial plan includes an appropriate specification of all costs

Vsi stroski projekta so jasno, pravilno in natanéno razdelani ter ovrednoteni po posameznih postavkah.

Scoring
3 points: The project includes a sufficient specification of all costs.
0 points: The project does not include a sufficient specification of all costs.

Indication of financing sources

Financing sources include own funds, donor funds, loans, etc. The criterion measures the level of
assurance provided by the partner country for these funds (e.g. inclusion in the budget, government
guarantee, efc.).
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Scoring

3 points: The recipient of funds has secured sufficient own funds for project co-financing, confirmed by an
official document.

2 points: The recipient of funds has secured sufficient own and donor funds for project co-financing,
evidenced by its own and the donor’s letter of intent.

1 point: The recipient of funds is still in the process of obtaining the necessary sources for project co-
financing.

0 points: At the time of evaluation, the recipient has not secured any sources for project co-financing.

Provision of financial resources by the applicant

Financial resources are the economic means necessary for project implementation, fully ensuring the
coverage of the project’s financial structure.

Scoring

5 points: The recipient of funds provides own resources amounting to at least 49% of the total project
value.

2 points: The recipient of funds provides own resources amounting to between 35% and 49% of the total
project value.

1 point: The recipient of funds provides own resources amounting to between 30% and 35% of the total
project value.

0 points: The recipient of funds provides own resources amounting to less than 30% of the total project
value.

Sufficiency of the project’s anticipated revenues for its medium-term maintenance

The project’s revenues will be sufficient to ensure the project’'s maintenance even after external financing
has ended. The state has secured the project’s maintenance for the upcoming medium-term period (at
least five years) through a legislative or implementing act. The recipient has established an appropriate
management structure to ensure sustainable governance.

Scoring
3 points: The project meets the specific criterion.
0 points: The project does not meet the specific criterion.
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V. ADDITIONAL CRITERIA FOR THE SELECTION OF HUMANITARIAN
PROJECTS

Contribution to a timely and effective response to humanitarian crises

The project contributes to a timely and effective response to humanitarian crises.

Scoring
1 point: The project meets the specific criterion.
0 points: The project does not meet the specific criterion.

The project contributes to human security and protection and/or provides assistance in the aftermath of
armed conflicts, primarily to children.

Scoring
1 point: The project meets the specific criterion.
0 points: The project does not meet the specific criterion.

Contribution to reducing vulnerability and crisis risk, or to prevetion and resilience building

The project contributes to ensuring access to drinking water and food security, particularly for children.

Scoring
1 point: The project meets the specific criterion.
0 points: The project does not meet the specific criterion.

The project includes other activities aimed at reducing vulnerability and crisis risks (e.g. education, etc.).

Scoring
1 point: The project meets the specific criterion.
0 points: The project does not meet the specific criterion.

Promoting preventive action and resilience building

The project promotes preventive measures and strengthens resilience.

Scoring
1 point: The project meets the specific criterion.
0 points: The project does not meet the specific criterion.
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